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The rise of language as an object to be governed, 

measured and managed 

Linguistic governmentality 



Profit 

language diversity as added value, enhancing competitiveness, 

reaching niche markets – in a word profitability 



Assessing the Economic Value of 

Basque 



Employment 



The old paradigm of Nation-State-Language still rules in Europe. 

It links the official status in the European Union with the official 

languages of the state. 

 

It is neither inclusive nor equitable to distinguish between first and 

second tier languages, languages that are efficient and languages 

of solidarity, languages of globalization and the State,on the one 

hand, and ’other’ languages, as if all the rest were minority 

languages. 
 

Patxi Baztarrika. Europa Press 15 Oct. 2015.  



Indicators & Audit: Total Quality Language 

Revival 



Total Quality Language Revival 

• Entrepreneurial mgmt values & techniques  

• Europe 2020: Smart Growth 

• continuous audit/ improvement 

• Legitimacy, efficacy, expertise based  

 



Inexorable Enumeration 





Research Implications 

- thing-ification of language 

 

-focusing on “language” choice 

 

- demolinguistics over ethnography  

 

-impoverished understanding of translinguistic 

usages, registers, sociolinguistic dexterity and 

creativity in non-standard forms 

 



‘I feel like a Basque speaker [euskaldun], at least that, if not more. 
Then, the way I see it, to be a new speaker [euskaldunberri] may 
have been a medal at a certain moment in time, because I worked 
for it and it’s something I myself achieved. But it’s just part of a 
process, isn’t it? Native speaker [euskaldun zahar], I’m not that 
either, because you know you are not that … But at times I would 
include myself  … or I’d like to … without telling anyone … because I 
speak more like a native speaker [euskaldun zahar].’  
 

Carpenter 45 yrs. old 

Recovering a ‘language’ vs creating speakers 

    Registers and vernacular 





A critique is not a matter of saying that things are not right as 

they are.  It is a matter of pointing out on what kinds of 

assumptions, what kinds of familiar, unchallenged, 

unconsidered modes of thought on which the practices that we 

accept rest.  

 

    Foucault. “Practicing Critique.” 


